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Backward Counting: Challenge
Grade 1 Math Challenge

Think carefully: counting backward can help you subtract 1 or 2.

1 Write the number that is 1 less.

a.  1 less than 10 is b.  1 less than 15 is

c.  1 less than 20 is d.  1 less than 8 is

e.  1 less than 12 is f.  1 less than 18 is

2 Solve the counting-backward stories.

a.  Mia has 10 crayons. She gives 1 away. How many are left? Answer:

b.  There are 15 birds. Two fly away. How many stay? Answer:

c.  Noah has 8 toy cars. He gives 1 to a friend. How many remain? Answer:

3 Finish each challenge pattern.

a.  20, 18, 16, ___, ___, 10

b.  15, 13, 11, ___, ___, 5

c.  12, 11, 9, 8, 6, ___, ___
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